Electricity Problem in Pakistan

Electricity is a main engine for economic activities and industrial growth. Reliable, secure and cheaper electricity supply is needed for commercial activities. Electricity has become a basic need, and its unhindered, continuous and smooth supply is the necessity, but in countries like Pakistan, it’s still a luxury and more or less an elusive dream.
In Pakistan, electricity sector was a vertically integrated public sector. In such a public owned sector, there may have cost of poor planning, which is paid by the customers in the form of higher tariff rates and poor quality of service. One of the reasons for this situation is a political intervention, which is common in developing countries especially in South Asia. As a result, overstaffing, mismanagement, inefficiency and unreliability of supply are the main characteristics of the sector. In addition to, there are high system losses and poor collection of bills from the customer, which leads to affect the financial health of the industry.

Whether it is the mega city like Karachi or a remote small city like Kohat, the aggravated story of dismal power supply remains the same. Throughout the country, in all the four provinces, in every major or minor city, in every town or village, there nothing exists like solid and robust power supply.
The so-called load-shedding remains the integral part of rural and urban life. It docent even go away in winter, but in the summer, it becomes the thorn in the eye. Hide and seek role played by electricity only irate the consumers more. It not only snatches the mental and physical peace, but also results in massive financial losses in regard of electronic appliances. Frequent power breakdowns have turned lives of people miserable.

Whenever the protests are raised, government’s obstinate clowns shrug and with an intelligent and scornful frown blame the scarce water storage units. Whose fault it is? Who has to resolve these issues? Of course, it’s the government duty. It’s their responsibility provide the people with basic utilities like power supply and others.
To overcome the mentioned problems, Government of Pakistan (GOP) realized the situation and pressure from the international donor agencies (IMF, World Bank and ADB) and started the reform process in this sector. Thus in 1980s, Government of Pakistan (GOP) liberalized the sector and invited private sector participation and foreign investment in thermal generation. This was the beginning of restructuring of electricity sector in Pakistan. If Government put emphasis to sort out these problems, then the current problem of load shedding can be resolved.
